
A Read-to-Me Bible Story
from John 11:1-7, 17-44

One day a friend of Jesus 

named Lazarus became very 

sick. Lazarus’s sisters, Mary and 

Martha, sent a message of his 

illness to Jesus. But when Jesus 

arrived, Lazarus had already died. 

Mary and Martha were very sad.

Jesus went to the tomb where 

Lazarus’s body had been placed. 

Jesus prayed to God. Jesus  

wanted people to believe that  

He is God’s Son.

Then Jesus said, “Lazarus, 

come out!” Do you know what 

happened? Lazarus came out of 

the tomb! Now everyone knew 

Jesus is God’s Son.

Jesus Brings Lazarus  Jesus Brings Lazarus  
Back to LifeBack to Life

Why did Mary  
and Martha send a 
message to Jesus?

What did the people 
know when they saw 
Lazarus alive again?
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Jesus, God’s Son
Circle the picture in each row that finishes 

the sentence about a Bible story. Color the 

pictures you circled. Then tell someone  

how Jesus showed He is God’s Son.

Can you name another way Jesus showed He is God’s Son?

  Jesus stopped a storm. fire truck.

  Jesus fed a dog. crowd.

    Jesus healed a               man born blind. child’s arm.



Say thank You to 

Jesus because He is 

your best friend.

Find a Friend
Look at the pictures. Have some friends write their names 

in the boxes that show things they like.

____________  

likes to sing.

____________  

likes to draw.

____________  

has a pet.

____________  

loves Jesus.

____________  

likes sports.



Psalm 147:5  
Find this verse in a family 

Bible. As a family, think of hand 

motions you can do for selected 

words of the verse. Say the 

verse and do the motions.

This week, help your child remember:

Jesus is God’s Son.

Use these thoughts at  

mealtimes, bedtimes, or other 

times when you pray with  

your child this week.

Jesus is God’s Son!

Praise God! Jesus brought Lazarus  

back to life!

Jesus, You have great power.

Articles by  
Wendy Wagoner

Today your 

child learned 

how Jesus called 

Lazarus from 

the tomb and 

Lazarus came out alive! The concept of 

death may not seem very real to a child, 

unless the family has recently experienced 

the death of a pet or family member. 

Don’t be afraid to discuss death with your 

child. Be honest when answering questions 

about how people feel when someone 

dies. Acknowledge and respect your child’s 

feelings. Assure your child that it is OK to 

cry or to want to be alone. Share what the 

Bible says about death and life. Emphasize 

that when someone who is a 

Christian dies, the person will go to 

Heaven. Share how much God cares 

for all people. Jesus is God’s Son, and  

He is more powerful than death!

God’s Son. Children love creative 

activities in which they can express 

themselves. Prepare an area on a table 

with protective covering. Provide paper, 

paints, glitter, and other art supplies. Ask 

each family member to create a picture 

that shows a favorite Bible story about 

Jesus. After the pictures dry, display 

them and celebrate that Jesus is 

God’s Son. 



A Read-to-Me Bible Story
from Acts 2:42-47; 4:32-37

After Jesus went back to Heaven, 

new followers of Jesus wanted 

to learn more about Him. Jesus’ 

special helpers were happy to 

teach the people. 

Sometimes Jesus’ followers ate 

together. They praised Jesus 

and prayed together. They 

remembered Jesus in the special 

way He had said they should. 

The followers of Jesus helped 

each other too. A man named 

Barnabas sold a field and gave 

the money to Jesus’ helpers so 

that they could help others.

People watched and learned that 

it is special to follow Jesus! 

The Church The Church 
Follows JesusFollows Jesus

After Jesus went  
back to Heaven, what 
did His followers do?

What did Barnabas do 
to help others?
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(Tune: “Are You Sleeping?”)

Words by Karen Statzer

We Can Share
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We can share. We can share 

with our friends, with our friends. 

We can share with others, 

moms and dads and brothers. 

We can share. We can share.

Sing the song above. Color the picture of the children sharing.

Sharing Necklace

What to do 
1. Wrap tape around both ends of a 

 15" piece of yarn. 

2. Share the beads as you work with 
 friends to string beads onto the yarn. 

3. Tie the ends of the yarn together 
 to make a necklace. Give the 
 necklace away.

You will need 

masking tape, 

15" lengths of 

yarn, large beads



“I Will Share” Pledge
Place your right hand over your heart. Say a sharing pledge.  

Share something with a friend.

I will share the things I have. 

I’ll give to others and be glad. 

I will share. I’ll do my part,  

for I love Jesus with all my heart.

Circle things you have that you can share with friends at church.



Articles by  
Wendy Wagoner

Mark 16:15 
Find this verse in a 

family Bible. Call some 

friends from your church 

and share the Bible verse 

with them.

This week, help your child remember:

We can share with friends at church.

Use these thoughts at  

mealtimes, bedtimes, or other 

times when you pray with  

your child this week.

Thank You, God, for teachers at church 

who share about the Bible.

God, help me remember to share with 

my friends at church.

Today your 

child learned 

how new 

followers of 

Jesus wanted 

Jesus’ special helpers to teach them how to 

live to please Jesus. You have the privilege 

of being one of Jesus’ helpers as you teach 

your child to please Jesus.   

A difficult concept for young children 

to grasp is sharing with one another. 

It is important to teach your child that 

sharing is a demonstration of Jesus’ love. 

Plan special times when you and your 

child will share something with another 

individual or family. Throughout the 

day, encourage and affirm family 

members whom you see sharing 

with each other. 

Mold and Share. Purchase or make 

homemade modeling dough. (Various 

recipes are available on the Internet.)  

Sit down as a family and sculpt some fun 

shapes. Discuss the importance of sharing 

Jesus’ love with others. Encourage your 

children to give their sculpted shapes to 

friends or neighbors.

Articles by  
Wendy Wagoner



A Read-to-Me Bible Story
from Acts 9:1-22

One day a man named Saul and 

some other men were traveling 

on a road. Suddenly a bright 

light flashed around Saul. Saul 

heard Jesus’ voice saying, “Get 

up. Go into the city. You will be 

told what to do.” 

When Saul got up he couldn’t see. 

Saul’s friends led him into the city. 

In the city, Jesus spoke to a 

man named Ananias. Jesus told 

Ananias to go and see Saul. 

Ananias obeyed. 

Ananias found Saul. He touched 

Saul, and Saul could see again. 

Then Saul became a follower of 

Jesus. We can follow Jesus too.

Saul Begins to Follow 
Jesus
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What happened 
to Saul as he was 
traveling on a road?

What did Saul  
do after he could  
see again?
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What Followers Do 
Trace and color the shapes.  

Tell how the children are following Jesus.

Followers of Jesus . . . 

tell each other what Jesus 
says to do.

love each other,

help each other,

How can you follow Jesus?



Follow Jesus Path
These friends are on their way to learn more about Jesus. They are looking for 

ways to follow Jesus. Draw a line along the path. Stop at each picture and tell 

what the friends can do to follow Jesus.  Then put a smile on each person the 

friends helped. 

3

1

2

4

5

6

be kind

Go

help

share

give

love

7

obey



Mark 16:15 
Find this verse in a family 

Bible. Write the verse on 

a card and post it in your 

family car. While stopped at 

a stop sign, recite the verse 

together. 

This week, help your child remember:

We can follow Jesus.

Use these thoughts at  

mealtimes, bedtimes, or other 

times when you pray with  

your child this week.

Jesus, I want to follow You.

Help me, Jesus, to work with all my heart.

Thank You for ____________ (missionary’s 

name), who tells others about Jesus.

Articles by  
Wendy Wagoner

Today your 

child learned 

how Saul came 

to follow Jesus. 

God’s Word 

teaches that parents are responsible for 

the spiritual growth of their children. But 

parents must first commit to following 

Jesus themselves. “Come follow me,”  

Jesus said (Matthew 4:19).

The way you follow Jesus is vital to your 

child’s spiritual development. Does 

your child see you listening to Jesus 

through the study of His Word? Do you 

demonstrate faithfully loving and obeying 

Jesus, even when you have to wait for an 

answer to your prayers? Think of ways 

this week to be intentional about 

showing how you and your child  

can follow Jesus together.

Following the Leader. Have your 

family form a line and take turns 

being the leader. The leader will lead the 

group in displaying actions or attitudes that 

show they are following Jesus. (Examples: 

Giving someone a hug shows love or care for 

others. Shaking hands shows friendship.) 

After everyone has had a turn at being 

the leader, talk together about how the 

whole family learns from Jesus. 
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A Read-to-Me Bible Story
from Acts 16:13-15

Paul wanted to tell people the 

good news about Jesus. One 

day Paul and his friends went 

to a river outside the city gate 

of Philippi. Some women had 

already come to the river. Paul 

talked to the women about 

Jesus, God’s Son. 

A woman named Lydia listened 

carefully. Lydia knew about 

God, but the stories of Jesus 

were new to her. Lydia wanted 

to become a follower of Jesus. 

Soon Lydia and the people 

who lived at her house were 

baptized. Lydia was glad Paul 

had helped her learn about 

Jesus.

Lydia Follows Jesus

What did Paul  
want to tell people?

What did Lydia  
want to do after she 
learned about Jesus?



I Can Listen 
(Tune: “London Bridge”)

H
ea

rt
 T

u
g
s,

 H
e
a
rt

S
h

a
p

e
r®

 C
u
rr

ic
u
lu

m
. 
D

o
 n

o
t 

p
h

o
to

co
p

y
 o

r 
re

p
ro

d
u
ce

.

I can listen with my ears,

with my ears, with my ears.

I can listen with my ears.

Jesus loves me.

These pictures show things you can hear. Color the pictures. Then 

circle the pictures of things that can help you learn about Jesus.

What You Hear

    whistle                                       bird

teacher

        music                                                                         dog

If you listen you will hear,

you will hear, you will hear.

If you listen you will hear,

Jesus loves you.



Thank-You Bookmarks

Who helps you learn about Jesus? Say thank you to 

those people by making bookmarks for their Bibles.

Give the bookmarks to the people who help 

you learn about Jesus.

What to do

1. Fold the paper in half. Fold it in 
 half again.

2. Open up the paper and cut on the 
 fold lines. You will have four bookmarks.

3. Decorate each bookmark. Write “Thank 
 You, God, for _____ (the person’s name).” 
 Sign your name too!

4. Punch a hole in the top of each 
 bookmark and tie on yarn or ribbon.

You will need 
card stock paper 
scissors 
washable markers 
hole punch 

yarn or ribbon

1

2

3



Articles by  
Wendy Wagoner

Mark 16:15  
Bookmark this verse in a  

family Bible. Help your 

child locate the verse in 

the Bible, and repeat  

it together.

This week, help your child remember:

We can learn about Jesus.

Use these thoughts at  

mealtimes, bedtimes, or other 

times when you pray with your 

child this week.

Thank You, God, for the Bible.

God, thank You for ______ (insert name), 

who tells me about Jesus.

Thank You, God, for my church.

Following Jesus 

requires us to 

listen to Him 

and learn what 

He wants for 

our lives. This week, share with your child 

various ways to learn about Jesus.

• Choose and read favorite Bible story 

picture books about Jesus. 

• Look at a Bible. Read verses from 

Matthew–John that show Jesus talking to  

and teaching people.

• Sing favorite songs about Jesus.

• Share a personal story that helped 

you learn something about 

following Jesus.

The time you spend together 

will help your child understand 

that learning to follow Jesus can 

be both fun and rewarding.

Bible Verse Scavenger Hunt. Select 

several Bible verses that are your family’s 

favorites. In a family Bible, place a paper 

heart where each verse is located. Take turns 

finding the hearts. When a heart is located, 

read the verse aloud. Talk about how much 

we learn about Jesus from the Bible. Thank 

God for giving us His Word.
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The Jailer Follows JesusThe Jailer Follows Jesus A Read-to-Me Bible Story
from Acts 16:16-34

Some men did not want Paul 

and Silas to tell people about 

God and His Son, Jesus. These 

men had Paul and Silas arrested 

and thrown into jail.

Paul and Silas decided to sing 

to God. As they were singing, 

the earth began to shake. The 

doors of the jail flew open. The 

jailer was sure his prisoners 

were gone, but Paul shouted, 

“We are all here!”

Paul and Silas told the jailer  

and his family about Jesus.  

Then the jailer and his family 

were baptized. They were  

happy because now they  

knew about Jesus.What happened 
while Paul and Silas 
sang in prison?

What made the  
jailer and his  
family happy?
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Music Notes

When I work and when I play,

I can sing all through the day.

In the morning and at night,

Jesus makes me feel all right.

If I’m sick or if I’m sad,

Jesus helps me to feel glad.

Trace the music notes. 

Using a black crayon, fill in the notes you traced.

Paul and Silas sang when they were in jail.  

Sing this song about Jesus to the tune 

of “Twinkle, Twinkle Little Star.”

Color the picture of the children singing.



Sing-and-Tell Music Games

Play these song games at            , in the               ,  

with your                , or with your                       .

How many songs 

about Jesus do you 

know? Name as 

many as you can in 

two minutes. Write 

the number here. 

Color each picture and trace its word.  

Sing a song with that word in it.

Name That Song
Name songs about Jesus that 

you can sing when you are . . . How Many?

Say and Sing

sad      happy

afraid

Choose a favorite song about Jesus. Sing it!



Articles by  
Wendy Wagoner

Mark 16:15
Find this verse in a family 

Bible. Make up a song 

using the Bible words. 

Sing the song together 

throughout the week.

This week, help your child remember:

We can sing and tell about Jesus.

Young children 

often demonstrate 

excitement when 

they sing. They may 

jump up and down, 

move around, pretend to play instruments, or 

sing in loud voices. Children enjoy making up 

songs about topics they know.

Jesus taught, “’Love the Lord your God with  

all your heart, soul and mind.’ This is the first  

and most important command” (Matthew 

22:37, 38). Take time this week to encourage 

your child to sing songs about Jesus.  

Join your child in singing those songs.  

Have sing-along times with Christian CDs. 

Discuss what the songs teach 

about following Jesus. Sing “with 

all your heart, soul and mind” as 

you share the joy of the Lord.

Family Sing-Along. Set aside a time 

with your family to praise Jesus. Gather 

and take turns leading your favorite worship 

songs. Look around the house and create 

your own band instruments—wooden spoon 

“drumsticks,” pan lid “cymbals,” and so on. 

Celebrate together singing favorite songs 

that tell about Jesus!  

Use these thoughts at  

mealtimes, bedtimes, or other 

times when you pray with  

your child this week.

Jesus, I want to follow You 

like the friends in our Bible story did.

Thank You, God, for my friend _________ 

(insert name).

Jesus really is the Son of God!


